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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
AUGUST 24, 2020
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP -2020-0274
815 RUTHERFORD PLACE AND 1204 ALTA VISTA AVENUE

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1930 house at 815 Rutherford Place and a ca. 1948 house at 1204 Alta Vista
Avenue. Both houses are on the same lot.

ARCHITECTURE

The ca. 1930 house at 815 Rutherford Place is a one -story, rectangular -plan, side -gabled,
brick veneer Tudor Revival -style house with a central, steep -front-gabled entry bay
containing a round -arched door; single and paired 1:1 fenestration. The ca. 1948 house at
1204 Alta Vista Avenue is a one -story, L -plan frame house with a partial -width inset po rch.
Fenestration consists of single and double 1:1 windows with Colonial Revival -styled 6:6
wooden screens.

RESEARCH

The house at 815 Rutherford Place was built around 1930 by Fred W. Sassman, the proprietor
of a dry -cleaning business who later became a tailor. Fred Sassman and his wife lived in this
house until around 1936. The house was vacant for a short period of time before being
purchased by attorney John C. Butler and his wife, Ruby. John C. Butler passed away in
1963; Ruby Butler continued to | ive here after his death (there is a newspaper article dating
from 1966 about their son that references this house as their home), but given current
limitations on research, it is not possible to determine how much longer Ruby Butler lived in
this house.

John C. and Ruby Butler built the house at 1204 Alta Vista Avenue on the rear of their lot in
1948, and held it as a rental property. For the first ten years (until about 1958), the house

was rented by Clarence and Anna Mae Waters. Clarence Waters was in  the food service
industry. After returning from duty in World War Il, he became a manager of one of Harry
Akinds Night Hawk Restaurants. | mmedi ately
before moving into this house, the city directory shows him  living at the location of the old
Night Hawk at South Congress and Riverside Drive. He and Anna Mae, who worked as a
hostess at the Night Hawk, moved into this house, where they lived until around 1958. A
newspaper article from 1954 shows Clarence Waters as associated with one of the restaurants
in the new Terrace Motor Hotel on South Congress Avenue; by 1957, he was the sales
manager for Polar Ice Cream. In his later years, be continued in the food service industry,
working as a salesman and district re presentative for several prepared food companies.

STAFF COMMENTS

The houses are beyond the scope of the Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984).

Staff has evaluated th ese houses for designation as a historic landmark and has determined
that the y do not meet the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City Code:
a. Architecture. The house at 815 Rutherford Place is a good example of Tudor
Revival architecture , popular at the time of its ca. 1930 construction date, and
may qualify under the arch itectural criterion for architecture. The house at
1204 Alta Vista Avenue has an almost ranch -style feel to it, but is more in
keeping with older wing -and-gable style homes of the early 20 ™ century. The

after
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house at 1204 Alta Vista does not appear to meett he criterion for architectural
significance.

b. Historical association . Neither house has the significant historical associations
necessary to meet this criterion. The house at 815 Rutherford Place was
associated with the proprietor of a dry-cleaning business and later with an
attorney. The house at 1204 Alta Vista Avenue was a rental property with the
manager of a popular local restaurant as its principal tenant in the historic
period.

c. Archaeology. The houses were not evaluated for its potential to yield
significant data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value . The houses do not possess a unique location, physical
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image,
or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic
group.

e. Landscape feature . The property is not a sig nificant natural or designed
landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re -use, then relocation over demolition, but release
the permit for both houses upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package
consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative
history, for archiving at the Austin History Center . The houses do not meet the criteria for
individual designation as historic landmark s.
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LOCATION: 815 RUTHERFORD PL

This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal,
engineering, or surveying purposes. It does not represent an on-the-ground survey and represents only the
approximate relative location of property boundaries

This product has been produced by CTM for the sole purpose of geographic reference. No warranty is made
by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness.
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815 Rutherford Place

OCCUPANCY HISTORY
815 Rutherford Place

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office

July, 2020

1959 John C. Butler, owner
No occupation listed

1958 John C. and Ruby Butler, owners
Lawyer, 301-03 Littlefield Building

1957 John C. and Ruby Butler, owners
Lawyer, 301 Littlefield Building

1955 John C. and Ruby H. Butler, owners
Lawyer, 301-03 Littlefield Building

1952 John C. and Ruby H. Butler, owners
Lawyer

1949 John C. and Ruby H. Butler, owners
Lawyer, 107%: E. 6™ Street, Room 2.

1947 John C. and Ruby H. Butler, owners

Lawyer, 107% E. 6™ Street
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1944-45 John C. and Ruby H. Butler, owners
Lawyer, 107%: E. 6™ Street, Room 2.

1941 John C. and Ruby H. Butler, owners
Lawyer, 107%: E. 6™ Street, Room 5.

1939 John C. and Ruby H. Butler, owners
Lawyer, 107%: E. 6™ Street, Room 5.

1937 Vacant
NOTE: Fred W. Sassman is listed as a clothes cleaner at 1312 E. 1% Street; his
address was listed as 1207 E. 1% Street. Mrs. Ruth M.B. Sassman is listed as a
saleswoman at E.M. Scarbrough & Sons, department store, 6 Street and
Congress Avenue. She did not have a residential address listed in the directory.

1935 Fred W. and Ruth M. Sassman, owners
Fred: Clothes cleaner, 1310% E. 1% Street.
Ruth: Employed by F.W. Sassman, clothes cleaner, 1310%z E. 1% Street.

1932-33 Fred W. and Ruth M. Sassman, owners
Clothes cleaner, 1310 E. 1% Street

1930-31 Fred W. and Ruth Sassman, owners
No occupation listed

1929 The address is not listed in the directory.
NOTE: Fred W. and Ruth Sassman are listed at 1914 David Street; he was a
salesman for Nick Linz, tailor, clothes cleaner, hatter, 611 Congress Avenue.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

Fred W. and Ruth M. Sassman (ca. 19307 ca. 1936)

Fred W. Sassman married Ruth Barnard in Travis County in December, 1925. Fred W. Sassman
married Margaret Ruth Marshall in Travis County in June, 1937.

The 1930 U.S. Census shows Fred W. and Ruth Sassman as the renters of the house at 1914
David Street in Austin. Fred W. Sassman was 28, had been born in Texas, and was a driver for
a pressing shop. Ruth Sassman was 24, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.
They had no children listed with them.

The 1940 U.S. Census shows Fred W. and Ruth Sassman as the renters of an apartment at 1623
Garden Street in Austin. Fred W. Sassman was 37, had been born in Texas, and was a tailor.
Ruth Sassman was 24, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed. They had no
children listed with them.

His 1942 draft registration card shows that Fred William Sassman was living at 2202 Canterbury
Street in Austin. He was born in Travis County in 1902 and was self-employed. He -I%as 66
weighed 210 pounds, and had a sallow complexion with brown hair and blue eyes.
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Fred William Sassmandés 1978 death certificate sho
Austin at the time of his death. He was born in 1902 in Travis County, and was a dry cleaner. He
was married.

John C. and Ruby Butler (ca. 19371 ?)
The 1930 U,S. Census shows John C. butler as a roomer in the home of Ellen Reichmann, who
rented her home at 309 E. 11" Street in Austin. John C. Butler was 29, had been born in Texas,
and was a lawyer. His landlady, Ellen Reichmann, 73, had been born in Texas to German-born
parents and had no occupation listed. Mrs. Reichmann had another lodger in her home, Joseph
Jayne, 49, a Texas-born insurance agent.

John Claude and Ruby Hermon Butler appear in the 1940 U.S. Census as the renters (believed
to be a mistake) of this house, which was worth $6,400. John Claude Butler was 39, had been
born in Texas, and was a lawyer in private practice. Ruby Butler was 21, had been born in Texas,
and had no occupation listed. They had a daughter, Ola Dowell, 1, who had been born in Texas.

John Claude Butlerdos 1963 death certificate shows
of his death. He was born in Austin in 1900 and was an attorney. He was married.



JOIN CLAUDE BUTLER

John Claude Butler, 62, af 813
Rutherford died in a locnl hos-
pital Monday evening, Ife was a
life long resident of Austin and
Travis County, he was a member
of the Preshyterian Church, had
been A praclicing attorney lor the
past 5 years, A member of ihe
First Southern Travis County Bar
association, a Greaduate of Univer-
sity of Texas Law School and
tnught fer n hrie! perioed at AZM
Colleze,

Ie I3 survived by his widow,
Mrs. Ruby Butler of Austing one
daughter, Mrs, Ola Butler Brown,
of Albugquerque, N.AL: two sons,
John Herman Butler of Austin,
George Greenville Butler, of 1,
Leonard Wood, Moo one sister,
Mrs. Lillinn Smith of Monree, la.,
and one brother, Tonv Butler of
Iarlingen.

Private graveside services will
be held Thursday at 10 a.am., at
Onkwood Cemetery, with Rev,
Wm, Crosland of the First So.
Presbyterian Chuwrch, officiating.

Those desiring may make con-
tribution 1o First Southern Pres-
byterinn Church.

Burial will be in Oakwood Coeme-
fery, under the direction of Wilke-
Clay Funera! Home. Pallhearers
will be Hardy Wesley, W. A, Hor-

potz: k. H. Smartt, Tom E. John-

s, Mactin Scdiule amd AL Wils,

liams. I

Obituary of John Claude Butler
Austin Statesman, March 5, 1963
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JOHN CLAUDE BUTLER |

Private graveside services lur]
John Claude Butler, 62, of B15
Hutherford, were held Thursday
fTrnm Oakwood  Cemetery with
Rev. Willinm  Crosland, officiat. |
ino.

Pallbearers were Hardy Wes.
Tey, W. AL Hergotz, E. H. Smartt,
Tom E. Johnson, Martin Schulz
and Al Williams.

Burial was In Oukwond Ceme-
tery, under the direction of Wilke-
Clay Funeral Home.

Funeral story for John Claude Butler
Austin Statesman, March 7, 1963

Ruby Her mon Butler earned her Dbachelords degree i
August, 1965. She married Owen Lloyd Stafford in Travis County in March, 1980. Ruby Butler
Stafford was born in 1918 and died in 2005 in Manchaca, Texas.

Ruby "Robin" Butler Stafford Ruby "Robin" Butler Stafford, native Austinite, great mom, and
wife, born October 27, 1918, to Charles and Annie Riley Hermon, died at Marbridge Villa,
Manchaca, Texas, on Saturday, May 14, 2005. Ruby's first marriage to John C. Butler produced
one daughter and two sons. Becoming widowed, she met and later married fellow widower, Owen
L. Stafford, Ruby was quiet, sincere, and loyal, and all whose lives she touched knew her as a
true friend. She attended Austin Public Schools and graduated U.T. Austin in education. She
taught school in Edna, Elgin and at Campbell Elementary in Austin. There her students remember
her as a strict but fair teacher, who had the best interests of her students at heart. She was a
member of First Southern Presbyterian Church until her marriage to Owen in St. George s
Episcopal Church, where both maintained active membership for many years. Ruby is survived
by husband, Owen L. Stafford; children, Ola Bell and husband, Gerald, John Butler and wife,
Mary, and George Butler; grandchildren, Cassie Brown and Tracy Johnson and husband Craig;
great-grandson, Reed Johnson; and sister, Hazel Williams. She was preceded in death by her
first husband, parents, two brothers, and two sisters. A memorial service will be held at 2:00 p.m.,
on Friday, May 20, 2005, at St. George's Episcopal Church, 4301 N. IH-35. The family would like
to thank the staff at Marbridge Villa for their help and support.
Obituary of Ruby Butler Stafford
Austin American-Statesman, May 18, 2005
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1204 Alta Vista Avenue

OCCUPANCY HISTORY
1204 Alta Vista Avenue

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office
July, 2020

1959 Milton Patterson, renter
Student
NOTE: Clarence M. and Anna M. Waters are listed at 4813 Roundup Trail. He
was a salesman; she was a clerk at Capital National Bank.

1957 Clarence W. and Anna M. Waters, renters
Clarence: Sales manager, Polar Ice Cream, 409 W. 6" Street.
Anna: Clerk, Capital National Bank, 114 W. 7" Street.

1955 Clarence M. and Ann H. Waters, renters
Sales manager, Polar Ice Cream, 409 W. 6" Street.

1952 Clarence and Anna M. Waters, renters
Clarence: Manager (no place of employment listed)
Ann M.: Hostess, Night Hawk Shops, restaurants, 336 S. Congress
Avenue, and 1907 Guadalupe Street.
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1949 Clarence and Ann M. Waters, renters
Clarence: Branch manager, Night Hawk, restaurants, 1907 Guadalupe
Street and 336 S. Congress Avenue.
Ann M: Hostess, Night Hawk
1947 The address is not listed in the directory.

NOTE: Clarence and Anna Waters are listed at 336 S. Congress Avenue; he
was the manager of the Night Hawk Restaurant at that address. Anna Watters is
not listed separately with an occupation.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

Clarence and Anna M. Waters (ca. 19481 ca. 1958)

Clarence Waters appears in the 1930 U.S. Census as the 17-year old son of J.A. and Esther B.
Waters, who owned their home in San Benito, Cameron County, Texas. Clarence was the second

of the coupleds 3 children | isted. Hi s father, J
born parents, and was the chief of police for San Benito. His mother, Esther, 53, was born in
Mississippi to Mississippi-b or n par ent s, and had no occupation |

J.L., Jr. 18, was a garage mechanic. His younger sister, Lena Ray, 13, had no occupation listed.
Clarence Waters married Anna Mae Hamilton in Travis County in August, 1938.

The 1940 U.S. Census shows Clarence M. and Anna M. Waters as the renters of a rear dwelling
unit at 2808 East Avenue in Austin. Clarence M. Waters was 27, had been born in Texas, and
was the manager of a restaurant. Anna M. Waters was 22, had been born in Texas, and had no
occupation listed. They had no children listed with them.

His 1940 World War 1l draft registration card shows Clarence Merrel Waters living at 2808 East

Avenue in Austin. He was born in 1913 in Cameron County, Texas, and was employed by Harry

Ai ken [sic} at Night Hawk No 2, 1907 Guadalupe Str
Waters. He was 6 feet tall, weighed 150 pounds and had a light complexion with blond hair and

hazel eyes. He had a scar on the end of the little finger of his right hand and a scar on his left

temple. Clarence Waters served in the U.S. Army Air Corps during World War 1.

2 Restaurant Chiefs
Glorify Eating Out



+ The two men who will manage
the Terrace Motor Holel's modern
restaurants have one imporlant
thing in common—both have spent
- most of their adult lives In the res-
taurant 5.

- Neither Leonard Wiege! nor Clar-
ence Waters are natlves of Austin,
but both pronounce it the finest
place they have ever called home
and hope {0 be permanent resi-
dents,

. And both are well along the road

o accomplishing just that.

.- Wiegel, manager of the No, 1 res
taruranl, has been a part of the
‘Motor Hotel management for the

ast 2 months, coming to Auslin
rom San. Anlonlo where he was
affilialed with several culinary
establishments, '

His total experience as a reslau.
ranl man s 20 years, an Impres-.
sive | span indeed for an alert,
triendly man of medium height
whose wmanners ‘and features-bear
:.!:t"hiu-repurtnu age of “just over

During the summer he bulll his

own home, at 1601 Kenwood, A 27- |

month-old daughter, Deborah Kay,
furnishes plenty of diversion for
him and his wile.

"Al least diversion to me," he
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ndded "My wile acts somelimes as
I she were o little trouble; teo.”
uuildm? n home was 8 new ex-
perience for the Wiegels. And both
& thrilling and acrve-straining one,
too, though nothing like the experi-
ences pf the storled Blandings.

“The truth of it was,” he added,
“that Austin is the first. place we.
ever fived in that made us want
to build a house of our.own, We
were shown several places already
nuilt and offered for sale at rea-
sonable prices, bul we wanted the
thrill of secing our house go up
purselves." :

Brighiness Ileplnces'ﬁlunm

. He and his wife still, he sald, en-
foy that feeling

MAnd 1 have with my place of
susinesr, teo," he ndded proudly,
“lI wns here when the first res-
tauran! was being planned. 1 gol
to see Mr. McCondless' ambition
for a fine, modern cating place to
augment his beautiful motel holel
carried out. [ remember the rather
tlpomy future most people forecast
for us. And now, nol long Iater, we
are finding one reslaurant insuffi.
cient to serve our guests and hav-
ing to bhuild & larger one."

Manuging that additional “home
of steaks" will be another experi-
enced man, one with more of an
Austir, background.




"Tall, slim- Clarence Waters, s
ps quick with his amiability as
Wiegel, started salisfving- Auslin
appetites os ecarly as 1935 He left
his native Rlo Grande Valley, San
Renilo, le find a job in Austin and
attend the University of Texas, He
found a job readily enoughe-with
the Nighthawk Restaurants,
.Too Inlerestlng

It wns such an interesting job
Clarence ‘never gol around to en-
rolling in the University.

In the course of 19 years with
thosc restauranls he served as
manager of every place and pe-
quired not only a background in his
business but a general knowledge
of Austin as well. A graduate of
Austin_ High School, the former
g.ntl;ln Mae Hamilton, helped with

oth.

Now the Walerses live at 1204
Alta Vista,

Needless to soy, Waters consid-
ers the new Terrace restaurant the
best place he has ever managed,

"We have the prettiest place and
the best equipment,” he sald, “and
wf:d intend to turn oul the hest
II:I 1:“'
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Clarence Waters featured in the Terrace Motor Hotel special section of the Austin American-
Statesman, November 7, 1954



